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SUBJECT:     "Year -Bound  Tomatoes"  -  Information  from  plant  scientists  of  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture. 

This  isn't  a  Victory  garden  story. .. though  it  has  to  do  with  toriato  plants. 
Neither  is  it  a  Christmas  story,  .though  it  "begins  with  a  sprig    of  holly.    It's  a 
success  story... and  for  evidence... I  submit  the  good,  fresh  tonatoes  you  can  find 
at  no3t  any  city  market  through  winter  and  spring. 

Here's  the  problen:  commercial  greenhouses. . .growing  winter  tonatoes. . .have  had 
a  hard  tine  getting  a  fruit  "set". .  .because  the  "blooms  fall  off  30  easily. 

I^bout  ten  years  ago... plant  scientists  found  a  way  to  solve  this  problem. . .and 
that's  where  the  sprig    of  holly  cones  in. 

At  the  U.S.  Departnent  of  Agriculture .. .plant  scientists  used  holly  to  try  out 
the  effect  of  certain  organic  chemicals. .. sonetines  called  hormones... on  plant 
growth.    They  put  just  a  ninute  amount  of  the  chemical  on  the  holly  and  the  holly 
"berries  stayed  on... long  after  they  would  have  normally  fallen  off. 

The  next  step  in  this  story  was  when  the  scientists  tried  the  chenicals  on 
tomato  plants.    Workers  outside  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  were  not  the 
first  to  try  this... "but  Departnent  scientists  soon  joined  in  testing  out  the  new 
idea.    Sure  enough... the  chenicals  nade  the  tonato  set  fruit  that  would  stay  on  and 
develop.    The  chenical  treatnent  had  another  effect  that  helped  also.     It  speeded  up 
the  ripening  of  the  tonatoes  "by  nore  than  a  week.     Instead  of  about  1+0  days... to- 
matoes now  ripen  in  about  32  days. 

Well. . .that' s  the  story.     Greenhouses  all  over  the  country  began  using  chemical 
treatnents  on  winter  tonato  plants.    And  thanks  to  the  plant  scientists. . .fre3h 
tonatoes  in  winter  are  now  beconing  commonplace. 

Oh  yes. .  .there 1 s  just  one  nore  angle.    These  chenicals  appear  to  have  no  effect 
on  tonatoes  grown  in  the  garden.    But  with  lots  of  good  sunshine  and  rain. .we  don't 
need  hornones  to  help  grow  tonatoes  in  the  summertime.    And  now  wo  can  have  fresh 
tomatoes  the  year  round. 
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